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For centuries, the controversy over the Electoral College system in America has been a popular topic of debate. The ideas of an alternate system, revisions and continuation of the Electoral College are all at the heart of it. Many think that the system is flawed and many Americans don’t even know what exactly the Electoral College is. As written in our class text, American Government and Politics Today, it states, “Some people who vote for the president and vice president think that they are voting directly for a candidate. In actuality, they are voting for electors who will cast their ballots in the Electoral College.” (Schmidt, Shelley, Bardes 183) Whatever the reasons may be for this great debate, this system is not perfect, especially in modern times. America needs a better representation when choosing the leader who will run its country.
	We have to understand what the Electoral College is, before we can criticize it. This system of election came about because of distrust of the general population and limited communication media. About.com states in their article: Electoral College System, “The Founding Fathers feared the direct popular election option. There were no organized national political parties yet, no structure by which to choose and limit the number of candidates.” (Longley) This fear brought on insecurity and distrust of the general public, and the inability to obtain enough information on candidates to make an educated vote. This was partly because of communication and transportation barriers. In the early 1800s there were no efficient means of 
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getting knowledge of the candidates to the common people as a whole. Whereas now we have mass media options like Internet, phones, television, etc. We also have cars and airplanes, which allow candidates to get to different states in little amounts of time. In the early 1800s they had only the newspaper and word of mouth at best, and word of mouth could have easily been distorted. This really limited the uneducated to have a fair say in the election. The founding fathers therefore created the Electoral College. Their intentions were to create a simpler way to account for the whole of America, although many people were left out due to issues such as living in rural areas that were harder to reach. Between all the states, there are a total of 538 electors. Each state has as many electors as number of senators plus the number of representatives that state has. Electors are average citizens, who are chosen by various ways, depending on each individual state’s rules of choosing electors. They pledge to cast their ballot for one of the candidates. When Americans go to the polls to vote, they are voting for these electors instead of a direct vote. With this said there are a few problems we have to expose.
 First, it is not against any law for an elector to go against his pledge. This is called being a faithless elector. It doesn’t happen too often, but it does from time to time. The first incident happened in 1796 when federalist pledged elector, Samuel Miles, cast his ballot for the Democratic-Republican candidate, Thomas Jefferson.  Another notable example is the election of 1820 where an elector pledged to James Monroe cast his ballot for John Quincy Adams. Luckily for Monroe, he had won so many other states that it did not affect his winning. A total of 21 complications involved with the Electoral College have occurred in certain elections since 1796. With odds like these, it’s scary to think that the next time you vote, the elector that holds 
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your vote can obscure the outcome of your residing state, and possibly change your next President.
Secondly, is the issue of the electoral vote versus popular vote. Popular vote is similar to a direct primary. In our text, direct primary is defined as “…in which voters decide party nominations by voting directly for candidates.” (Schmidt, Shelley, Bardes 180) Each American voter is accounted for with popular vote. In every election, the media displays the electoral vote and the popular vote. Sometimes, the results of the two are not in parallel with each other. Four times in history, we have seen an unparalleled outcome. “John Quincy Adams in 1824, Ruther B. Hayes in 1876, Benjamin Harrison in 1888, and George W. Bush in 2000.” (Schmidt, Shelley, Bardes 184) The most recent election involving George Bush and Al Gore is a very compelling example because it is current and argues the lack of barriers of transportation and communication, whereas the other elections directly illustrate them. The 2000 election is considered one of, if not the closest presidential election in history. Summarized by an article written by the Chabot College Library, the election was extremely close. One state, Florida, was delaying the results. Florida has 25 electoral votes, which was enough to determine whether Gore or Bush won the election. Initially, Florida broadcasting networks incorrectly announced Gore won the election.  Florida Law dictated a machine recount, which resulted in a less than 500 count drop in individual votes that determined Bush won, causing Gore to demand a hand recount. They found major irregularities in many districts. Florida tried to recount the under voted districts by hand which ultimately failed.  They attempted to find alternative ways to hand-count, but this failed as well. When the Supreme Court stepped in, they gave Florida a two hour deadline to come up with a different means of hand-counting.  Florida found the  two hour 
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deadline could not be complied with, resulting in a Bush victory. (Chabot Library) This election marked the idea of a new election process in the eyes of the American people.
As a resident of Utah, the idea of popular vote intrigues me because of the extremely Republican state I live in. When it comes to determining which party a state votes for, it is a unanimous decision. This means even if a district has enough individuals voting for the opposite of what the outcome of a state as a whole is, that district has to have the same outcome as the majority of the other elector’s outcomes. In Utah, we now have six electors. If most of Salt Lake City, the most populated city in Utah, has mostly Democratic voters, and there is only one elector for that district, and the other five electors vote Republican; those voters in Salt Lake City  really have no influence on the election. If the process was changed to popular vote, a Democratic voter might think they have more of a say and be more compelled to vote. This would result in a better representation. Another example is California, who has a highly influential 55 electoral votes, and has a majority of Democratic voters. If the popular vote system was put into place, the Republicans of California would be more correctly represented.
Centuries ago, the idea of election by popular vote was not optimal, because information and transportation barriers made it too difficult reach everyone equally. In modern times, we have everything in an instant. We are a society of NOW. We hear every word that a candidate says, live on TV, internet, newspapers, and radio. Everyone has an opportunity to have an educated vote, come election time. Everyone’s vote should count! It is no longer necessary to put our opinions and influence in the hands of electors who can’t represent everyone equally. If Congress can abolish the Electoral College and replace it with popular vote, just maybe, more 
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voter-eligible Americans will believe their vote does make a difference. This may result in  higher voter turnout where the President elected better represents the American people.
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